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To  His  Worship  the  Mayor, 


Windsor  House, 

Morley, 

June,  1957. 


Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of  Morley. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1956. 

Under  the  scheme  of  Divisional  Health  Administration  your 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  also  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer 
for  the  West  Riding  County  Council’s  local  health  services  and 
has  similar  functions  in  the  Borough  of  Ossett,  the  Urban  District 
of  Horbury  and  the  Rural  District  of  Wakefield.  The  scheme  is 
designed  to  produce  a  closer  integration  of  local  authority  health 
services. 

The  year  1956  was  the  last  complete  year  of  office  of  my 
worthy  predecessor.  Dr.  F.  G.  E.  Hill,  who  retired  in  January,  1957, 
after  thirty  years  of  devoted  service  to  the  Borough.  As  a  new¬ 
comer,  arriving  after  the  end  of  the  year  under  review,  it  is  not 
possible  for  me  to  comment  in  detail  on  the  health  of  the  com¬ 
munity.  My  observations,  on  this  first  occasion,  must  necessarily 
be  largely  confined  to  general  impressions  based  on  statistical  and 
other  information. 


The  vital  statistics  indicate  an  overall  picture  of  a  healthy 
and  prosperous  township.  In  1956  births  exceeded  deaths  by  128. 
The  infantile  mortality  rate  fell  to  the  remarkably  low  level  of 
14.4  per  1,000  births,  comparing  very  favourably  with  the  rate 
of  27.1  for  the  whole  of  the  West  Riding  administrative  area. 
Maternal  mortality  was  entirely  absent  for  the  third  successive  year 
and  the  town  can  now  point  with  pride  to  a  run  of  over  2.000 
confinements  without  a  single  maternal  death.  This  could  not 
have  been  achieved  without  a  singularly  high  standard  of 
professional  skill  and  efficiency  among  our  local  doctors  and  nurses. 
Work  of  this  calibre,  whether  in  hospital  or  hovel,  surgery  or 
“  slum,”  clinic  or  cottage,  is  dependent  on  the  constant  and 
deliberate  application  of  concentrated  effort,  motivated  and  inspired 
by  a  sense  of  duty  and  vocation.  Medical  work,  whether  curative 
or  preventive,  can  never  be  a  simple  matter  of  routine;  it  requires 
character  and  integrity,  as  well  as  judgment  and  skill.  Our  states¬ 
men  would  do  well  not  to  disturb  this  ethical  “  drive  ”  by  any 
sacrifice  of  professional  goodwill  on  the  altar  of  expediency. 

There  was  no  undue  prevalence  in  1956  of  the  more  serious 
infectious  diseases.  Not  a  single  case  of  poliomyelitis  was  notified 
and  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  average  number  of  notified 
cases  of  poliomyelitis  in  the  Borough  of  Morley  over  the  past 
ten  years  is  less  than  3  per  annum.  The  situation  hardly  justifies 
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alarm  or  despondency.  One  nevertheless  welcomed  the  informa¬ 
tion  a  year  ago  that  a  vaccine  was  at  last  available.  The  scheme 
was  introduced  with  a  flood  of  publicity  and  a  fanfare  of  trumpets, 
to  herald  nothing  more  than  a  mere  trickle  of  vaccine,  sufficient 
in  Morley  to  inoculate  129  children  out  of  a  total  child-population 
of  nearly  10,000.  In  the  early  stages  neither  parents  nor  even 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  were  given  sufficient  information  on 
which  to  base  a  balanced  consideration  of  the  “  pros  ”  and 
“  cons,”  whilst  Local  Health  Authorities  were  allowed  no  discre¬ 
tion  in  the  manner  of  distribution  of  the  vaccine.  Never  before 
has  a  national  public  health  project  been  introduced  with  such 
inexpert  fumbling.  Fortunately,  the  vaccine  proved  to  be  free 
from  risk  and  present  indications  are  that  it  is  likely  to  be  of 
value,  though  it  must  not  be  expected  to  confer  anything  approach¬ 
ing  100  per  cent,  immunity. 

A  less  pleasing  aspect  of  the  vital  statistics  is  revealed  in  the 
deaths  from  cancer  of  lung,  which  totalled  15  out  of  a  total  of 
496  deaths  from  all  causes.  Over  the  three-year  period  1954-56 
deaths  from  cancer  of  lung  totalled  41,  as  compared  with  35  in 
the  preceding  3  years.  The  recent  Medical  Research  Council 
Report  indicates  clearly  that  the  incidence  of  this  disease  is 
encouraged  by  cigarette  smoking  and,  probably  also  (though  to  a 
much  lesser  degree)  by  atmospheric  pollution.  The  remedy  is 
obvious — except  to  the  confirmed  cigarette  addict  who  prefers 
to  live  in  the  clouds  of  his  own  smoke  and  finds  all  sorts  of  reasons 
why  the  elimination  of  his  habit  would  be  dangerous! 

My  report  covers  all  branches  of  local  authority  preventive 
health  services,  including  those  administered  by  the  County 
Council,  as  well  as  those  of  the  Borough  of  Morley.  These  services 
are  the  cheapest  and  yet  probably  the  most  valuable  in  the  frame¬ 
work  of  the  Welfare  State.  Money  spent  on  the  prevention  of 
illness  can  hardly  be  wasted  and  is  almost  negligible  in  amount 
compared  with  the  very  large  sum  (over  600  million  pounds)  spent 
annually  in  Britain  on  the  curative  medical  services.  Furthermore, 
if  properly  directed,  local  authority  preventive  services  can  and 
do  help  to  save  money,  as  well  as  lives,  by  reducing  the  burden 
on  the  hospital  and  allied  services.  Thus,  the  provision  of  adequate 
and  satisfactory  housing  may  often  obviate  the  need  for  the  institu¬ 
tional  care  of  elderly  patients,  especially  if  supported  by  a  com¬ 
prehensive  domiciliary  service  staffed  by  Home  Nurses,  Health 
Visitors  and  Home  Helps.  The  old  folk  much  prefer  to  be  cared 
for  in  their  own  homes  if  at  all  possible,  and  the  cost  to  the  com¬ 
munity  of  providing  these  services  is  generally  considerably  less 
than  the  cost  of  institutional  care.  Similarly,  over  the  years,  the 
elimination  by  local  authorities  of  polluted  water  supplies  has 
checked  the  slaughter  inflicted  by  cholera  and  typhoid.  This, 
added  to  the  relatively  inexpensive  diphtheria  immunisation  cam¬ 
paign,  has  made  all  but  a  few  infectious  diseases  hospitals 
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completely  redundant.  Finally,  to  borrow  an  example  from  the 
possibilities  of  the  immediate  future,  a  vigorous  and  courageous 
implementation  of  the  Clean  Air  Act  would  do  much  to  reduce 
suffering  and  absenteeism  arising  from  bronchitis  and  asthma. 
The  complications  of  these  illnesses  would  tend  to  be  less  serious 
and  recurrence  less  frequent.  Cleaner  air  would  also  mean  less 
domestic  drudgery  and  less  damage  to  fabrics  and  buildings;  living 
would  be  cheaper,  easier,  brighter  and,  of  course,  healthier. 

Confidence  in  the  future  of  public  health  is  inevitably  based 
on  the  achievements  of  the  past.  Aldermen  and  councillors  of 
this  and  other  local  authorities  have  reason  to  be  proud  of  their 
record  and  this  confidence  should  not  be  undermined  by  excessive 
budgetary  caution.  The  total  cost  of  all  basic  essential  local 
government  services  (including  housing)  is  tiny  compared  with  the 
combined  cost  of  items  such  as  alcohol,  tobacco,  television,  etc. 
If  as  a  community  we  can  afford  this  luxury  expenditure,  then 
surely  we  should  also  be  able  to  afford  to  invest  fully  in  our  future 
health  and  happiness.  To  neglect  the  latter  in  favour  of  the  former 
is  to  invite  the  destruction  of  our  culture  and  the  termination  of 
our  civilisation. 

May  I,  in  conclusion,  thank  this  Council  and  its  officials  for 
the  kind,  hospitable  and  patient  manner  in  which  I  have  been 
received  in  the  Town  Hall  and  elsewhere.  I  also  wish  to  express 
my  appreciation  of  the  loyal  help  and  co-operation  so  readily  and 
ably  given  by  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  his  staff  and 
by  the  Divisional  Office  Staff. 

I  am. 

Yours  sincerely, 

JOSEPH  LYONS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  L. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Statistics. 

Area  . 

Population — Census  1951 

Registrar  General's  estimate  of  Resident  Population, 
mid- 1956 

Number  of  dwelling  houses 
Rateable  Value 


9,529  acres 
39,783 

39,520 

14.227 

£202.348 


Product  of  a  penny  rate 


£774  13s  lid. 


Summary  of  Vital  Statistics 


Total 

M. 

F, 

Live  Births  : — 

Birth  Rate  per  1.000  of  the 

Legitimate 

593 

325 

268 

estimated  resident  population: 

Illegitimate 

31 

10 

21 

15.8 

Still  Births  : — 

21 

13 

8 

Rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still) 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Births:  32.6 

Deaths 

* 

496 

247 

249 

Death  Rate  per  1.000  of  the 
estimated  resident  population : 

12.6 

Maternal  Mortality. 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths. 


Infantile  Mortality. 

Nine  infants  under  the  age  of  twelve  months  died  during 
1956,  giving  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  14.4  per  1,000  births. 
The  following  table  gives  the  cause  of  death  of  these  infants:— 


Cause  of  Death 

No.  of  infants  dying  in 

1st  week 

2nd  week 

3rd  week 

4th  week 

5-52 

weeks 

Pneumonia  . . 

3 

Prematurity 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Atelectasis  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Hydrops  Foetal  is 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Purpura 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Influenza 

■ ' 

1 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH— MORLEY  M.B. 

1954  it  1955  li  1956 
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PRINCIPAL  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1956, 
based  on  the  Registrar-General’s  figures. 
COMPARISON  WITH  OTHER  AREAS. 
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SECTION  II. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

A.  HOSPITALS. 

General  Hospital  accommodation,  a  responsibility  of  the 
Hospital  Board,  is  well  provided  in  so  far  as  Morley  is  concerned. 

In  particular,  there  are  available  the  General  and  Special 
Hospitals  at  Leeds,  at  Dewsbury  and  at  Wakefield,  and  so  far  as 
cases  of  emergency  and  cases  of  acute  sickness  are  concerned, 
the  present  position  is  satisfactory. 

The  position,  in  so  far  as  it  affects  the  chronic  sick  and  also 
the  elderly  chronic  sick  and  infirm  is  still  far  from  satisfactory, 
both  as  regards  the  number  of  beds  available  (relative  to  demands 
on  them)  and  also  as  regards  nursing  staff.  The  position  has  been 
improved  so  far  as  certain  priorities  are  concerned,  by  the  recent 
appointment  of  one  Health  Visitor  within  the  Division  to  liaison 
duties  with  the  Hospitals  accepting  chronic  and  elderly  sick  persons 
from  this  Area. 

Isolation  Hospitals. 

Since  1948,  Isolation  Hospital  provision  and  administration 
has  ceased  to  be  a  duty  of  Local  Sanitary  Authorities  and  it  is 
now  the  responsibility  of  the  Hospital  Board. 

Consequently,  any  schemes  now  adopted  for  the  provision 
and  use  of  isolation  hospital  beds  is  related  to  larger  areas  than 
previously,  and  also,  the  prevailing  reduced  demands  on  isolation 
hospital  beds  has  been  a  factor  in  the  preparation  of  schemes. 

As  previously  reported,  there  is  no  Isolation  Hospital  now 
in  Morley  and,  in  general,  cases  of  Infectious  Sickness  occurring  in 
Morley  are  admitted  to  Snapethorpe  Hospital,  Wakefield. 

Special  cases  may  be  admitted  to  Seacroft  Isolation  Hospital, 
Leeds,  and  this  refers  in  particular  to  any  cases  of  Acute  Polio¬ 
myelitis  which  may  occur.  Such  cases  are  later  transferred  to  a 
Special  Orthopaedic  Department  at  Pinderfields  Hospital,  Wake¬ 
field,  for  further  treatment  of  any  orthopaedic  residual  disability. 

Maternity  Hospitals  and  Maternity  Homes 

The  provision  has  again  been  sufficient  for  the  needs  of  the 
area  and  it  is  shown  that  the  majority  of  maternity  cases  were 
accepted  for  institutional  care  for  confinement. 

Accommodation  is  available  in  Morley  Hall  Maternity  Home 
and  in  the  Maternity  Department  of  the  General  Hospital  at  Stain - 
cliffe,  but  many  patients  were  admitted  to  other  institutions,  in 
particular  to  the  Leeds  Maternity  Hospital  and  to  the  Maternity 
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Hospitals  at  Dewsbury  and  Batley.  Priority  for  admission  is  given 
on  both  medical  and  social  grounds  as  well  as  to  mothers  having 
their  first  baby. 


B.  AMBULANCE  SERVICE. 

The  Ambulance  Service  for  Morley  is  provided  by  the  West 
Riding  County  Council,  as  part  of  the  general  provision  for  the 
Administrative  County.  There  is  a  local  depot  in  Morley  where 
ambulances  are  stationed  and  there  is  a  Control  Centre  at  Dudley 
Hill.  Ambulances  are  available  on  responsible  request  for  all 
cases  of  urgency  and  emergency  and  for  all  other  necessary  trans¬ 
port  of  patients. 

The  ambulance  service  has  been  sufficiently  provided  for  the 
needs  of  the  area  during  1956  and  this  service  has  been  efficient 
in  its  general  operation. 


C.  LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  which  serves  the  Administra¬ 
tive  Area  is  the  Laboratory  of  the  Medical  Research  Council  of 
the  Ministry  of  Health  at  Wood  Street,  Wakefield.  All  specimens 
for  general  examination,  submitted  by  the  Medical  Staff  of  the 
Department,  by  medical  practitioners,  by  Health  Authorities  and 
others,  may  be  submitted  to  this  Laboratory.  The  examinations 
which  are  carried  out  in  the  Laboratory  are  chemical,  biological 
and  bacteriological. 

During  the  year  1956,  full  advantage  has  been  taken  of  the 
service  provided  and  again  we  wish  to  acknowledge  the  personal 
interest  of  the  Director  of  the  Laboratory  and  the  helpful  advice 
he  has  given  on  so  many  occasions. 
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SECTION  III. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Summary  of  Notifications  received  during  1956  : — 

Total  cases 

Disease  notified  (corrected) 

Scarlet  Fever  43 

Whooping  Cough  77 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  — 

Measles  16 

Diphtheria  .  — 

Dysentery  19 

Meningococcal  Infection  — 

Acute  Pneumonia  2 

Smallpox  — 

Acute  Encephalitis  — 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever  .  — 


Paratyphoid  Fever  1 

Erysipelas  .  — 

Food  Poisoning  4 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  .  — 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  — 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  .  15 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  .  3 

Malaria  (Tropical)  1 

Anthrax  .  1 


Tuberculosis  Services. 

A  clinic  is  held  weekly  on  Thursdays  at  Wellington  House, 
High  Street,  Morley,  and  cases  requiring  X-ray  examination  are 
referred  to  the  Chest  Clinic  at  Dewsbury  General  Hospital. 
Regular  home  supervision  is  carried  out  by  the  Tuberculosis  Health 
Visitor.  Free  milk,  bedding,  shelters,  etc.,  are  provided  by  the 
County  Council  at  the  discretion  of  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer 
if  recommended  by  the  Consultant  Chest  Physician  in  charge  of 
the  Clinic. 
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The  following  table  gives  at  a  glance  the  position  regarding 
tuberculosis  in  Morley  in  1956  : — 


Respiratory 

|  Non-Respiratory 

No.  on  register  on 

M  | 

F  | 

Total 

|  M 

F  | 

Total 

Totals 

1st  January,  1956  ... 
No.  first  notified  during 

82 

45 

127 

17 

24 

41 

168 

1956  . 

No.  of  cases  restored  to 

8 

7 

15 

2 

1 

3 

18 

register 

No.  of  cases  entered  in 
register  otherwise  than 

by  notification  .  . 

No.  removed  from 
register  during  1956: — 

4 

3 

7 

7 

(a)  died 

(b)  Removed  from 

2 

1 

3 

1 

— 

1 

4 

district  ... 

4 

2 

6 

2 

— 

■  2 

8 

(c)  Recovered  ... 

No.  remaining  on 
register  at  31st 

4 

3 

7 

1 

2 

3 

10 

December,  1956 

84 

49 

133 

15 

23 

38 

171 

The  number  of  new  cases  and  the  number  of  deaths  notified 
during  1956  are  given  in  detail  in  the  following  table  : — 


NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

Age  Period 

Respiratory 

|  Non- 

Respiratorv 

j  Non- 

Respiratorv7  |  Respiratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F  | 

M  | 

F 

0-  5 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

5-14 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

1 5-24 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

- — 

— 

25-44 

1 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

45-64 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  over 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Totals 

8 

7 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

— 
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SECTION  IV. 

W.R.C.C.  PREVENTIVE  HEALTH  SERVICE. 

A.  CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

Infant  Welfare. 

Morley  Multiple  Clinic,  Corporation  Street,  Morley — Monday, 
2.0  to  4.0  p.m.;  Wednesday,  2.0  to  4.0  p.m. 

The  Methodist  Schoolroom,  The  Falls,  East  Ardsley — *  Tues¬ 
day,  2.0  to  4.0  p.m. 

No.  1,  Syke  Lane,  West  Ardsley — ^Thursday,  2.0  to  4.0  pan. 

The  Wesleyan  Methodist  Schoolroom,  Drighlington — ^Friday, 
2.0  to  4.0  p.m. 

The  Council  Offices,  Gildersome — ^Wednesday,  2.0  to  4.0  p.m. 

The  Old  Town  Hall,  Churwell — Wednesday,  10.30  to  11.30 
a.m.  (Sale  of  Welfare  Foods  only). 

*  Combined  with  a  School  Clinic  session 

Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal. 

For  patients  booked  at  Morley  Hall  Maternity  Home 

Morley  Hall  Maternity  Home  (Hospital  Board). — Thursday, 
2.0  to  6.0  p.m.  (Combined  ante-natal  and  post-natal  clinic). 

For  patients  booking  at  other  Lying-in  Institutions,  or  remain¬ 
ing  at  home  for  confinement 

New  Multiple  Clinic  premises,  Corporation  Street,  Morley 

^Friday,  2.0  to  4.0  p.m.;  Relaxation  Clinic.  Friday,  1.30  to 
2.30  p.m. 

No.  1,  Syke  Lane,  West  Ardsley — *lst  and  3rd  Thursday  in 
each  month,  1.30  to  2.0  p.m.;  Relaxation  Clinic,  Monday,  1.30 
to  2.30  p.m. 

Methodist  Schoolroom,  The  Falls,  East  Ardsley — 2nd  and  4th 
Tuesday  in  each  month.  9.45  to  10.15  a.m. 

Gildersome  Council  Offices— -Relaxation  Clinic,  1st  and  3rd 
Thursday  in  each  month,  3.0  to  4.0  p.m. 

*  Combined  ante-natal  and  post-natal  clinic. 

School  Clinics  (See  also  under  Section  H). 

Morley  Multiple  Clinic,  Corporation  Street,  Morley 

*(a)  Minor  Ailments  Monday  to  Friday  inclusive,  9.30  a,m, 
to  5.0  p.m. 
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(b)  Dental — Monday  to  Friday  inclusive  by  appointment. 

(c)  Ophthalmic— As  required  by  arrangement. 

(d)  Paediatric— As  required  by  arrangement. 

(e)  Artificial  Sunlight — Tuesday  and  Thursday,  1.45  to 
4.0  p.m. 

(f)  Speech  Therapy — Monday,  2.0  to  4.30  p.m.;  Friday,  9.30 
a.m.  to  12  noon;  2.0  to  4.30  p.m. 

Drighlington,  Methodist  Schoolroom,  King  Street — Minor  Ail¬ 
ments,  Tuesday,  1.30  to  2.30  p.m. 

West  Ardsley,  1,  Syke  Lane — Minor  Ailments,  Tuesday,  1.30 
to  2.30  p.m. 

East  Ardsley,  Methodist  Schoolroom,  The  Falls — Minor  Ail¬ 
ments,  Friday,  1.30  to  2.30  p.m. 

*  Medical  Officer  in  attendance  Tuesday  and  Friday  mornings 

only. 

Smallpox  Vaccination,  Diptheria  Immunisation,  Whooping  Cough 
Immunisation. 

All  Infant  Welfare  Centres — As  required  by  arrangement. 

B.C.G.  Vaccination  against  Tuberculosis  (by  arrangement  with 
Leeds  Regional  Hospital  Board). 

Wellington  House,  High  Street,  Morley — Thursdays,  9.30  a.m. 
to  4.30  p.m. 


B.  CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN. 
Ante-natal  Services. 


Clinic ' 

Total  No.  of 
women  who 
attended 

Total  attendances 

Multiple  Clinic,  Corporation  Street, 

Morley 

91 

232 

*1,  Syke  Lane,  West  Ardsley 

17 

35 

*  Methodist  Schoolroom,  The  Falls, 

East  Ardsley  . 

5 

10 

Total  . 

113 

277 

*  Combined  sessions  with  Infant  Welfare  Clinics. 


21 


Child  Welfare  Clinics. 


Sessions 

per 

month 

No.  of  children 
who  attended 

Attendances  made, 
by  children 

Average 
attend¬ 
ance  per 
session 

Clinic 

Under 

1  year 
of  age 

2-5 

years  of 
age 

Under 

1  year 
of  age 

2-5 

years  of 
age 

Multiple  Clinic. 
Corporation 
Street,  Morley 

8 

177 

156 

2582 

392 

31 

Council  Offices, 
Gildersome 

4 

30 

61 

585 

152 

15 

1,  Syke  Lane, 

West  Ardsley 

4 

72 

78 

1076 

114 

25 

Methodist  School¬ 
room,  The  Falls, 
East  Ardsley 

4 

42 

63 

478 

356 

17 

Methodist  School¬ 
room,  King 
Street, 

Drighlington 

4 

39 

56 

534 

122 

13 

Total 

24 

360 

414 

5255 

1136 

22 

Home  Visiting  by  Health  Visitors. 


No.  of  Ante-Natal  Visits  : — 

First  Visits 

26 

Subsequent  Visits 

No.  of  Visits  to  Children  under  1  year  : — 

15 

First  Visits 

741 

Subsequent  Visits 

3736 

No.  of  Visits  to  Children  1-5  years 

5062 

Special  Visits 

3303 

Total  Home  Visits  ... 

12883 

The  Care  of  Premature  Infants. 


Weight  at  Birth 

No.  of  Prem; 
Born  Alive 

iture  Babies 
Born  Dead 

No.  Dying 

No. 

surviving 

28  days 

Under  21  lbs.  ... 

1 

4 

1  * 

0 

2^-3  lbs. 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3  -31  lbs. 

2 

1 

— 

'l 

31-4  lbs. 

1 

— 

— 

1 

4  -41  lbs. 

5 

1 

— 

5 

41-5  lbs. 

10 

1 

— 

10 

5  -51  lbs. 

25 

1 

1 

24 

Total 

46 

9 

3 

43 

Special  equipment  and  nursing  staff  is  available  for  use  ia 
the  home  in  cases  requiring  them. 
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The  Care  of  Illegitimate  Children. 

Every  effort  is  made  to  find  a  suitable  home  for  the  baby 
either  with  the  mother  or  with  the  grandparents. 

Special  advice  about  legal  adoption  is  given  if  this  is  desired. 

These  cases  are  seen  in  the  home  by  the  Health  Visitor  and 
encouraged  to  attend  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  regularly. 

Provision  of  Welfare  Foods,  etc. 

Most  proprietary  brands  of  milk  and  other  infant  foods  are 
sold  at  the  Child  Welfare  Clinics  for  the  convenience  of  mothers, 
and  special  brands  of  milk  are  ordered  when  necessary. 

In  addition,  the  distribution  of  cod  liver  oil,  orange  juice, 
vitamin  A  and  D  tablets,  and  National  Dried  Milk,  is  carried  out 
at  the  Child  Welfare  Clinics. 

Provision  of  Maternity  Outfits. 

These  are  provided  free  to  mothers  preparing  for  confinement 
in  their  own  homes. 


C.  PROFESSIONAL  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

Home  Nursing, 

The  County  Council  are  responsible  for  the  Home  Nursing 
Service  in  Moriey,  the  eight  whole-time  nurses  being  resident  in 
their  own  homes. 


Cases  attended 

No.  of  individual 
patients 

Total  number  of 
visits  made 

Medical  Conditions  ... 

752 

19.629 

Surgical  Conditions  ... 

179 

3.725 

Tuberculosis 

8 

317 

Maternity 

5 

35 

Total 

944 

23.706 

Midwifery. 

Five  whole-time  midwives  (resident  in  their  own  homes)  were 
employed  by  the  County  Council  to  serve  the  Borough  of  Moriey 
up  to  31st  May,  1956,  when  Nurse  Hewson  resigned.  Since  that 
time  four  midwives  have  undertaken  the  duties. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  Morley  women  con¬ 
fined  in  hospital,  private  nursing  homes,  or  delivered  by  midwives 
and  private  practitioners  in  Morley  or  elsewhere  so  far  as  has  been 
ascertained  : — 


No. 

U' 

/O 

No.  delivered  in  hospital  ... 

491 

76.0% 

No.  delivered  in  private  nursing  homes  ... 

4 

0.6% 

No.  delivered  by  midwives 

149 

23.1% 

No.  delivered  by  doctors  (including  the  difficult 
cases  met  with  by  midwives  in  their  practise 
where  a  doctor  had  to  be  sent  for  to  effect 
delivery) 

1 

0.3% 

Total  (including  stillbirths)  so  far  as  has  been 
ascertained  ... 

645 

100.0% 

During  1956  the  practising  midwives  summoned  medical 
assistance  to  24  mothers  and  9  infants.  Medical  aid  was  sent  for 
on  account  of  the  following  conditions  : — 


Mothers 

Infants 

Cause 

No. 

Cause 

No. 

Premature  Labour 

3 

Prematurity 

1 

Ruptured  Perineum 

9 

Jaundice 

1 

Prolonged  Labour 

4 

?Talipes 

1 

Breech  Delivery 

3 

?Hypospadias  ... 

1 

B.B.A.  Still  birth 

i 

Cyanosis 

1 

Pvrexia  ... 

i 

Discharge  from  Eyes  . . . 

1 

Haemorrhage 

2 

Other  Conditions 

-> 

3 

Other  Conditions 

1 

Total 

24 

Total 

9 

Emergency  Obstetric  Unit. 

The  “flying  squad”  attached  to  Staincliffe  General  Hospital. 
Dewsbury,  is  available  for  obstetric  emergencies  occurring  within 
the  Borough. 

Analgesia. 

All  midwives  are  trained  in  the  administration  of  gas  and  air 
analgesia  and  provided  with  the  necessary  equipment.  Analgesia 
is  available  to  all  mothers  desiring  it,  subject  to  satisfactory 
medical  examination  by  a  doctor.  113  women  received  gas  and 
air  analgesia  during  1956. 
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D.  HEALTH  VISITING. 

The  duties  of  the  Health  Visitor  are  combined  with  those  of 
School  Nurse.  In  pursuance  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act 
the  scope  of  this  service  includes  home  visiting  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  advice  as  to  the  care  of  children,  and  persons  (including 
adults)  suffering  from  illness,  and  of  expectant  and  nursing 
mothers.  The  Health  Visitor  also  gives  advice  in  the  home  as  to 
measures  necessary  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection. 


E.  HOME  HELPS. 

In  accordance  with  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  the 
County  Council  provide  domestic  help  for  households  “  where  such 
help  is  required  owing  to  the  presence  of  any  person  who  is  ill, 
lying-in,  an  expectant  mother,  mentally  defective,  aged,  or  a  child 
not  over  compulsory  school  age.” 

During  1956,  326  cases  were  attended  by  Home  Helps,  as 
compared  with  307  in  the  previous  year,  and  the  total  number  of 
hours  worked  was  43,042. 

Of  the  326  cases  attended  in  1956,  Home  Helps  were  provided 
for  the  following  reasons  : — 


Cases 

Hours 

Maternity 

30 

2506 

Tuberculosis 

1 

74 

Aged  and  Chronic  Sick 

269 

37404 

Others 

26 

3058 

326 

43042 

F.  CARE  AND  AFTER  CARE. 

Special  provisions  are  in  operation  for  the  care  and  after-care 
of  patients  suffering  from  Tuberculosis,  mental  illness  or  defect, 
venereal  disease  and  other  illnesses. 


G.  MENTAL  HEALTH. 

Morley  has  the  part-time  services  of  a  Mental  Health  Social 
Worker,  who  is  largely  concerned  with  the  care  of  mentally  defec¬ 
tive  patients  under  statutory  supervision  and  guardianship,  and 
those  patients  who,  having  been  discharged  from  Detention  Order 
in  Institution,  have  elected  to  receive  voluntary  supervision  at 
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home.  She  also  undertakes  pre-care  and  after-care  of  patients 
suffering  from  mental  illness. 

The  Mental  Health  Social  Worker  carries  out  her  duties  in 
close  liaison  with  the  Mental  Hospitals  and  Mental  Deficiency 
Institutions,  and  with  those  statutory  and  voluntary  bodies  con¬ 
cerned  with  social  welfare  generally. 

Every  effort  is  made  to  rehabilitate  the  higher-grade  defec¬ 
tives  and  secure  suitable  employment  for  them  in  local  industry. 


Summary  of  Cases  at  present  under  Supervision  under  the 

Mental  Deficiency  Acts. 


Under 

[6  years 

Over  16  years 

of 

age 

of 

age 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Under  Statutory  Supervision 

11 

13 

14 

28 

66 

Under  Guardianship 

Under  Voluntary 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

Supervision 

Attending  Occupation 

— 

— 

10 

3 

13 

Centre 

9 

9 

— 

2 

20 

Attending  Industry  Centre 
Excluded  from  Occupation 

1 

— 

1 

— * 

2 

Centre  owing  to  physical 
condition 

_ 

1 

_ 

1 

Parents  refused  training  ... 
Receiving  Home  Training 

■ 

1 

— 

2 

3 

in  Groups  from  Home 
Teacher  ... 

_ _ 

_ 

_ 

4 

4 

Receiving  Home  Training 

individually  from  Home 
Teacher  ... 

_ _ 

_ 

_____ 

5 

5 

Patients  under  Statutory 

Supervision  married 
during  the  year  ... 

— 

_ 

. .  - 

1 

l 

Married  Defectives  under 

Supervision 

Employed  Full-time  : — 

■  ■ 

1 

4 

5 

Statutory  Supervision  . . 

2 

2 

8 

10 
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Voluntary  Supervision  ... 
Too  handicapped  to  under- 

8 

’■***’“* 

8 

take  any  form  of  training 

7 

4 

11 

Cases  in  Institution 
Taken  to  Place  of  Safety 
Number  awaiting  admission  to 


Male 

Female 

Total 

21 

21 

42 

1 

— 

■a 

A 

Institution 

2 

2 

4 


After-car  of  Mental  Patients. 


Male  Female  Total 

Number  receiving  after-care  following 

discharge  from  Mental  Hospitals  .  3  14 


H.  SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 


Number  of  school  departments  in  district  27 

Number  of  children  in  attendance  at  school  at  the  end  of 

1 956  .  6200 

Number  of  children  examined  at  school  during  1056  3711 


(This  figure  being  made  up  as  follows) 

Entrants  854 

7-8  years  group  868 

Last  Year  Primary  520 

Leavers  404 

Re-examinations  803 

Specials  262 


Physical  Condition  of  pupils  examined  : — 

Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 


Entrants  851  3 

7-8  years  group  863  5 

Last  Year  Primary  517  3 

Leavers  403  1 

No.  of  defects  found  to  require  treatment  474 

No.  of  defects  found  requiring  to  be  kept 

under  observation  1066 


Cleanliness  Inspections. 

The  Health  Visitor  attends  every  school  department  at 
frequent  intervals  throughout  the  year  to  examine  the  children  for 
uncleanly  and  verminous  conditions.  Where  such  conditions  exist, 
parents  are  informed  and  are  instructed  in  the  application  of  an 
effective  remedy.  Warnings  are  issued  in  cases  of  non-compliance 
and  statutory  action  taken  where  there  is  persistent  default. 

Boys  Girls 


No.  of  examinations  carried  out  during  the  year  6446  6396 

No.  of  cases  of  uncleanliness  found  87  216 

Percentage  of  infestation  1.3%  3.3% 

No.  of  children  excluded  from  school  93 

No.  of  cleansing  notices  issued  30 

No.  of  cleansing  orders  issued  8 

No.  of  children  cleansed  by  nursing  staff  7 
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Minor  Ailment  Clinics. 


3,204  attendances  were  made  at  the  minor  ailments  clinic 
during  the  year. 

Paediatric  Clinic. 


Sessions  held. 

13 

Ophthalmic  Clinics. 


Sessions  held. 
44 


Individual  children 
attending. 

40 


No.  of 
refractions. 
443 


Total 

attendances. 

56 


Prescribed 

spectacles. 


222 


Ultra-Violet  Light  Clinic. 

1,444  attendances  were  made  at  the  U.V.L.  Clinic  during  the 

year. 


Orthopaedic  Clinic. 

Three  children  made  3  attendances  during  the  year.  These 
children  attended  the  clinic  held  at  the  Pinderfields  Hospital, 
Wakefield. 


Dental  Clinic. 

Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment. 

No.  of  children  inspected  2132 

No.  of  children  offered  treatment  2132 

No.  of  children  treated  2116 

No.  of  attendances  5164 


Number  of  Extractions. 

Temporary  Teeth  3158 

Permanent  T eeth  1 1 34 

Nam  her  of  Fillings. 

Temporary  Teeth  260 

Permanent  Teeth  1204 

Number  of  Other  Operations. 

Temporary  7 

Permanent  1568 

Number  of  General  Anaesthetics  1475 


I.  IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION. 

In  accordance  with  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  immun¬ 
isation  against  diphtheria  and  vaccination  against  smallpox  may 
be  done  either  at  the  clinics  or  by  the  family  doctor. 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Number  of  children  in  Morley  who  completed  a  full  course  of 
Diphtheria  Imunisation  in  1956  : — 


Age 

Under  1 

1-4 

5-9 

10-14 

Began  and  completed 
injections,  1956 

56 

195 

79 

17 

Immunised  in  previous 
years,  re-treated  in 
1956  . 

Total 

17 

=  347 

296 

112 

Total 

=  425 

Whooping  Cough  Immunisation. 

The  Local  Health  Authority’s  Scheme  operates  in  this  area 
and  treatments  under  the  scheme  have  been  carried  out  as  in 
previous  years  from  1952. 

Restrictions  in  the  scheme  are  that  the  treatment  is  available 
only  to  infants  and  children  up  to  4  years  of  age.  A  further 
restriction  is  that  combined  treatments,  e.g.,  diphtheria  and  whoop¬ 
ing  cough  are  not  recognised  for  purposes  of  the  scheme. 

In  view  of  these  restrictions,  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
many  immunisations  are  carried  out  by  general  medical  prac¬ 
titioners  outside  the  County  Council  scheme,  the  figures  which  we 
give  are  far  from  complete.  They  do  not  indicate  the  full  numbers 
of  children  in  this  area  who  have  received  protective  inoculations 
against  whooping  cough. 

Number  of  children  in  Morley  who  completed  a  full  course  of 
whooping  cough  immunisation  during  1956  under  the  County 
Council  scheme  : — 


Age  at  final 
injection 

Under 

6  months 

6  months 
to  1  year 

1-2 

years 

1 

2-3 

years 

3-4 

years 

Total 

No.  immunised  ... 

2 

54 

8 

4 

120 

During  the  year  there  were  77  notified  cases  of  whooping 
cough.  None  of  the  children  concerned  had  completed  a  full 
course  of  immunisation. 


Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis. 

Sufficient  vaccine  was  received  during  the  year  to  immunize 
129  children  resident  within  the  Borough. 
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Vaccination  against  Smallpox. 

During  the  year  168  people  were  vaccinated  against  smallpox, 
132  of  whom  were  under  one  year  of  age. 

Additionally  42  people  were  re-vaccinated. 


B.C.G.  Vaccination  against  Tuberculosis. 

In  1953  the  County  Council  put  into  operation  a  scheme  to 
provide  protective  vaccination  against  tuberculosis  for  a  selected 
group  of  schoolchildren. 

This  scheme  was  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health.  The 
immunising  vaccine  to  be  used  was  B.C.G.  and  the  selected  age- 
group  was  that  of  children  in  their  fourteenth  year.  This  group 
was  chosen  for  certain  approved  reasons,  one  being  the  further  year 
in  school  during  which  observation  and  supervision  could  be  kept 
over  the  child,  and  also  the  desirability  of  affording  protection  to 
adolescents  in  the  early  years  of  their  employment  in  industry 
and  elsewhere.  This  scheme  was  put  into  operation  in  Morley 
late  in  1954. 

B.C.G.  Vaccination  was  offered  to  all  children  in  this  age- 
group  in  the  period  under  review,  acceptance  being  voluntary. 

The  following  table  is  a  summary  of  the  work  carried  out 
in  the  year : — 


School 

No.  of 
children 
offered 
B.C.G. 
vaccina¬ 
tion 

No.  of 
children 
whose 
parents 
consented 

No.  of 
children 
Mantoux 
tested 

No.  with 
positive 
reaction 

No.  with 
negative 
reaction 

No. 

vaccin¬ 

ated 

Victoria  Road 
County 
Secondary 

109 

65 

63 

11 

52 

52 

East  Ardsley 
County 
Secondary 

54 

31 

31 

11 

20 

20 

Margetson  County 
Secondary 

18 

1 1 

11 

5 

6 

6 

Elmfield  County 
Secondary 

118 

50 

48 

15 

32 

32 

Morley  Grammar 
School 

103 

68 

64 

13 

40 

40 

Totals  ... 

402 

225 

217 

55 

150 

150 

B.C.G.  Vaccination  is  also  available  (at  the  Local  Chest 
Clinic)  for  the  protection  of  ascertained  contacts  of  cases  of  tuber¬ 
culosis. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

INSPECTOR. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members 

of  the  Health  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  following  report  upon  the 
sanitary  circumstances  of  the  area  and  the  work  of  the  Public 
Health  Inspectors  for  the  year  1956.  The  notes  and  statistical 
tables  set  out  in  detail  the  work  done  under  the  various  headings, 
but  I  would  in  addition  provide  the  following  information  and 
observations  for  your  consideration. 

General  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Taken  generally  these  may  be  regarded  as  quite  satisfactory. 
A  supply  of  pure  water  is  available  to  all  but  two  of  the  houses 
in  the  district.  There  are  still  a  number  of  houses  not  connected 
to  the  local  authority's  sewers  and  in  some  of  these  cases  privy 
middens  are  still  in  use.  All  these  houses  are  situated  in  isolated 
parts  of  the  area  and  the  extension  of  sewers  to  serve  these  separate 
houses,  or  blocks  of  houses  would  prove  most  uneconomic.  Steps 
are  taken  to  persuade  owners  of  such  properties  to  provide  cess¬ 
pools  or  septic  tank  systems  to  allow  of  the  conversion  of  the 
privy  middens  to  water  closets  and  financial  assistance  is  given 
by  the  Corporation  to  owners  carrying  out  this  work. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

The  arrangements  for  the  collection  and  disposal  of  domestic 
refuse  have  continued  on  the  same  lines  as  in  previous  years.  The 
average  interval  between  collections  is  about  9\  days  and  it  would 
be  a  very  distinct  improvement  if  this  period  could  be  reduced 
to  seven  days  so  that  bins  could  be  emptied  from  each  set  of 
premises  on  the  same  day  every  week  throughout  the  year.  To 
achieve  this  it  would  be  necessary  either  to  increase  the  staff  or 
obtain  an  improved  performance  by  the  refuse  collectors  by  the 
payment  of  some  form  of  incentive  bonus. 

Difficulty  in  maintaining  the  existing  refuse  collection 
schedules  continues  to  be  experienced  as  a  result  of  staff  absences 
for  sickness.  Not  surprisingly  with  outdoor  workers  sickness  is  at 
its  greatest  during  the  winter  months  and  it  is  just  at  this  time 
when  the  weight  of  refuse  to  be  collected  is  heaviest. 

Refuse  disposal  has  continued  to  be  carried  out  by  means  of 
controlled  tipping,  but  it  becomes  increasingly  difficult  to  obtain 
adequate  supplies  of  covering  material.  An  unfortunate  result  of 
this  has  been  an  increased  incidence  of  tip  fires,  which  have  proved 
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troublesome  and  expensive  to  extinguish.  It  is  thought  that  the 
recent  decision  of  the  Council  to  purchase  a  tractor  with  bulldozer 
blade  and  shovel  will  go  a  long  way  towards  overcoming  many 
of  the  difficulties  previously  experienced  in  refuse  disposal. 

Atmospheric  Pollution. 

The  pollution  of  the  atmosphere  by  smoke  and  fumes  is  one 
of  the  greatest  remaining  social  evils  of  our  time.  The  position 
in  Morley  is  far  from  satisfactory.  During  1956  soot  fell  in  the 
central  area  of  Morley  at  the  rate  of  226  tons  per  square  mile  and 
this  figure  is  approximately  the  same  as  the  average  for  the  past 
six  years. 

The  introduction  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  focusses  attention 
on  this  very  important  problem.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  there 
is  a  growing  interest  on  the  part  of  the  public  in  this  subject  and 
one  cannot  help  feeling  that  the  time  is  ripe  for  an  all-out  attack 
on  smoke  and  fumes,  which,  in  addition  to  their  bad  effects  upon 
health  and  pocket,  do  so  much  to  make  our  industrial  towns  drab 
and  dirty. 

Housing. 

The  major  effort  during  the  year  in  the  field  of  housing  has 
been  devoted  to  the  clearance  of  slums.  The  vast  amount  of 
inspectional  and  administrative  work  required  before  a  Clearance 
Order  can  be  made  and  confirmed  is  not  generally  realized,  but 
the  work,  although  heavy,  has  the  advantage  of  being  very  reward¬ 
ing.  Many  of  the  houses  now  being  included  in  clearance  areas 
are  houses  which  the  Department  has  been  struggling  to  maintain 
wind  and  weatherproof  for  the  past  fifteen  years  and  doing  this 
has  involved  giving  a  disproportionate  amount  of  time  to  the  task. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  the  Corporation  have  so  far 
adopted  a  policy  of  making  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders  with  a 
view  to  the  subsequent  development  of  the  land  wherever  the  site 
concerned  is  suitable.  This  offers  many  advantages.  It  prevents 
the  appearance  of  numerous  untidy  plots  throughout  the  district, 
it  ensures  that  the  land  is  put  to  a  useful  purpose,  if  redeveloped 
for  housing  purposes  it  reduces  the  amount  of  agricultural  land 
which  has  to  be  taken  for  house  building  and  enables  families 
to  be  rehoused  nearer  to  the  areas  from  which  they  came. 

In  the  text  of  the  report  figures  are  set  out  showing  the  general 
housing  position  in  the  district.  The  two  most  striking  figures 
are  those  relating  to  back-to-back  houses  and  those  relating  to  the 
Corporation’s  slum  clearance  proposals.  These  figures  taken  as  a 
proportion  of  the  total  number  of  houses  in  the  area  give  some 
idea  of  the  immensity  of  the  problem  facing  the  Corporation  before 
every  person  in  the  Borough  can  be  housed  in  a  fit  house.  The 


32 


slum  clearance  programme  is  amongst  the  largest  in  the  country 
for  towns  of  comparable  size  and  it  is  more  than  likely  that  before 
the  end  of  that  programme  is  in  sight,  there  will  be  many  more 
houses  qualifying  for  inclusion. 

Inspection  of  Food  and  Food  Premises. 

Close  attention  has  continued  to  be  given  throughout  the 
year  to  the  purity  and  cleanliness  of  food,  the  suitability  of  the 
premises  in  which  it  is  prepared  and  sold  and  the  practices  and 
methods  of  the  persons  engaged  in  handling  it.  This  is  one  of 
the  aspects  of  the  work  of  the  Health  Department  which  is  seldom 
known  or  recognised  by  the  public. 

In  accordance  with  our  usual  practice  a  full  and  detailed 
inspection  has  been  carried  out  of  the  carcase  of  every  animal 
slaughtered  in  the  Borough.  A  general  tendency  for  butchers  to 
slaughter  at  nights  and  week-ends  has  made  it  inevitable  that 
much  of  this  work  has  had  to  be  performed  outside  normal  work¬ 
ing  hours.  An  interesting  feature  of  the  work  of  meat  inspection 
has  been  the  continuing  incidence  of  cysticercus  bovis,  which  was 
almost  non-existent  before  the  war.  During  1956,  nine  cases  were 
found.  These  were  all  localised  infections,  and  it  was  possible 
to  make  appropriate  arrangements  for  the  refrigeration  of  the  car¬ 
cases. 

During  the  year  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  and  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations,  1955,  came  into  operation.  The  enforcement 
of  the  new  Regulations  will  require  a  detailed  inspection  of  all 
the  food  premises  in  the  area  and  a  start  was  made  on  this  work 
during  the  year.  The  carrying  out  of  this  work  made  it  impossible 
to  avoid  a  reduction  in  the  educational  work  amongst  food 
handlers,  which  has  been  such  an  important  part  of  our  clean 
food  campaign  during  the  past  few  years. 

We  still  feel  that  educational  work  is  vitally  necessary  and 
full-scale  activity  will  be  recommenced  as  soon  as  the  detailed 
inspectional  work  under  the  new  regulations  is  completed. 

General. 

The  year  under  review  has  been  an  extremely  busy  one.  The 
volume  of  routine  day  to  day  work  appears  to  grow  larger  each 
year  and  the  carrying  out  of  this  work  at  the  same  time  as  we 
increase  our  activities  in  connection  with  slum  clearance  and  the 
prevention  of  atmospheric  pollution  provides  an  ever-growing 
burden  for  the  Department.  The  present  establishment  of  four 
inspectors  is  the  same  as  was  fixed  for  the  Department  more  than 
20  years  ago  and  during  these  years  the  amount  of  work  to  be 
done  has  increased  enormously.  If  more  legislation  is  introduced 
calling  for  further  work  by  Public  Health  Inspectors  it  will  become 
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necessary  to  consider  the  possibility  of  increasing  the  inspectorial 
staff. 

I  am  greatly  indebted  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
his  ever-present  help,  advice  and  guidance,  and  to  the  District 
Public  Health  Inspectors  and  clerical  staff  for  their  loyal  support 
and  their  readiness  to  give  freely  of  their  leisure  time  in  order 
that  the  work  of  the  Department  could  be  carried  out  efficiently. 
I  should  also  like  to  express  my  appreciation  and  thanks  for  the 
many  ways  in  which  the  Committee  have  supported  our  work 
during  the  past  year  and  I  trust  that  our  efforts  will  continue  to 
merit  that  support. 

1  am.  Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  G.  SUGDEN, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  BOROUGH 

WATER  SUPPLY 

The  Corporation  owns  the  Waterworks  undertaking  of  the 
Borough  and  supplies  water  for  domestic  and  industrial  purposes. 
There  are  only  two  dwellinghouses  in  the  area  which  are  not 
supplied  with  mains  water. 

The  water  supplied  by  the  Corporation  comes  in  part  from 
the  Corporation’s  own  reservoir  at  Withens  Clough  and  in  part 
from  supplies  purchased  from  Halifax  and  Bradford  Corporations. 

The  water  collected  at  Withens  is  upland  surface  water  from 
the  moors.  It  is  a  water  free  from  pollution,  but  carrying  a 
sediment  of  peaty  matter  and  has  an  acid  content. 

At  Withens  the  water  is  given  an  initial  treatment  by  the 
addition  of  lime  and  alumina  ferric.  This  is  followed  by  pressure 
filtration,  which  removes  the  bulk  of  the  sediment.  The  water 
is  piped  from  Withens  to  Morley,  a  distance  of  20  miles  and  is 
there  stored  in  service  reservoirs.  The  additional  water  from 
Halifax  Corporation  is  also  stored  in  these  reservoirs.  A  final 
treatment  by  clorination  is  carried  out  here. 

The  supply  has  been  of  good  quality  and  adequate  throughout 
the  year. 

Regular  sampling  is  undertaken  by  the  Water  Department 
and  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors.  The  following  details  are 
given  of  samples  taken  during  1956  : — 
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For  Bacteriological 

For 

Chemical 

Examination 

Examination 

Satis-  Unsatis- 

Satis- 

Unsatis- 

factory  factory 

factory' 

factory 

Submitted  by  Water 

Department 

194 

48 

— 

Submitted  by  Public 

Health  Inspectors 

58  3 

4 

— 

Total 

252  3 

52 

_ 

The  water  supplies  of  the  two  houses  not  supplied  with  mains 
water  were  under  observation  during  the  year  and  the  results  of 
samples  taken  did  not  indicate  pollution  of  any  serious  nature. 

Work  is  at  present  in  progress  on  the  construction  of  an 
additional  15in.  main  from  Withens  to  Morley  and  a  scheme  is 
in  course  of  preparation  for  the  provision  of  an  additional  storage 
reservoir  at  Drighlington  and  the  improvement  of  the  filters  at 
Withens 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

During  1956  extensions  to  sewers  were  carried  out  to  provide 
facilities  for  the  first  stage  of  the  Low  Moor  Housing  Site. 

The  following  district  of  the  Borough  are  still  unsewered  : 

(a)  Gelderd  Road. 

(b)  Tingley  Common. 

(c)  Woodhouse  Lane,  East  Ardsley. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

The  main  Dewsbury  Road  Works  is  inadequate  and  com¬ 
plaints  have  continued  to  be  received  from  the  Yorkshire  Ouse 
River  Board  regarding  unsatisfactory  effluents. 

A  firm  of  Consulting  Engineers  has  been  engaged  to  prepare 
a  scheme  for  the  reconstruction  of  the  works. 

Other  Disposal  Works  have  proved  satisfactory  throughout 
the  year. 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 


No.  of  water  closets  14148 

No.  of  waste  water  closets 

No.  of  privy  middens  67 

No.  of  pail  or  tub  closets  8 


No.  of  new  water  closets  in  old  buildings,  provided  in 
1 956  (conversion  of  existing  privy  middens) 
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The  privy  middens  referred  to  are  in  the  main  at  isolated 
properties  on  the  outer  parts  of  the  Borough  where  there  are  no 
sewers  available. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

Summarised  statistics  for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1957, 
are  given  below  : — 

Total  weight  of  refuse  collected  (estimated)  11479  tons 
No.  of  premises  from  which  refuse  collected  15020 

Cost  Statement. 

Percentage 
of  total 


Particulars 

Collection 

Disposal 

Totals 

gross 

expenditure. 

REVENUE  ACCOUNT. 

Gross  Expenditure— 

£ 

£ 

£ 

% 

(i)  Labour  ... 

11182 

3048 

14230 

59 

(ii)  Transport 

9674 

125 

9799 

40 

(iii)  Plant,  equipment,  land 

and  buildings 

58 

237 

295 

1 

(iv)  Other  items 

— 

-> — 

— 

' - 

(v)  Total  gross  expenditure 

20914 

3410 

24324 

100 

Gross  Income 

68 

1370 

1438 

— 

Net  cost 

20846 

2040 

22886 

— 

Capital  expenditure  met 

from  revenue 

— 

— 

— 

— 

UNIT  COSTS. 

s.  d. 

s. 

d. 

s.  d. 

Gross  cost  per  ton,  labour 

only 

19  6 

5 

4 

24  10 

Gross  cost  per  ton.  transport  only 

16  10 

3 

17  1 

Net  costs  (all  expenditure). 

per  ton 

36  4 

3 

7 

39  11 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Net  cost  per  1,000  population  ... 

527 

52 

579 

Net  cost  per  1 .000  premises 

1388 

136 

1524 

All  refuse  collected  is  tipped.  Tips  at  Westerton  Road  and 
Gelderd  Road  continued  in  use  throughout  the  year. 


SALVAGE 


Waste  Paper 

The  bulk  of  the  salvage  income  is  derived  from  the  sale  of 
waste  paper.  Collected  waste  paper  is  taken  to  the  Central  Depot, 
where  hand  and  power  baling  machines  are  installed  to  deal  with 
all  waste  paper.  In  addition  to  the  waste  paper  collected  by  the 
refuse  collection  vehicles,  one  vehicle  is  engaged  solely  on  the 
collection  of  waste  paper  from  shops  and  offices. 
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The  total  amount  of  waste  paper  collected  during  1956  was 
169  tons.  This  was  a  decrease  on  the  previous  year  and  was  due 
to  the  fact  that  the  Board  Mills  were  unable  to  accept  all  the 
paper  collected  and  enforced  a  quota  arrangement.  Income  from 
the  sale  of  waste  paper  was  £1,329. 

Tonnages  for  recent  years  are  set  out  below  : — 


1947  171  tons 

1948  263  „ 

1949  270  „ 

1950  161  „ 

1951  189  „ 

1952  161  „ 

1953  170  „ 

1954  197  „ 

1955  214  „ 

1956  169  „ 


Scrap  Metal 

The  scale  of  scrap  metal  produced  an  income  of  £40  during 
the  year. 

General 

The  total  salvage  income  for  the  year  was  £1,369.  Since  the 
inception  of  the  salvage  scheme  in  1 940  a  total  of  £32,002  has  been 
received  from  the  sale  of  salvaged  material. 


PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 

Public  conveniences  are  provided  at  the  following  sites  in 


the  Borough  : — 

Town  Hall  .  Men 

Wellington  Street  .  Women 

Bridge  Street  .  Men 

Fountain  Street .  Men  and  Women 

Tingley  Mills  .  Men  and  Women 

Bruntcliffe  .  Men  and  Women 

Scatcherd  Park  Men  and  Women 

Chapel  Hill  .  Men  and  Women 

Churwell  Men 

Gildersome  .  Men  and  Women 

Drighlington  Men 

Hesketh  Lane  Recreation  Ground  Men  and  Women 

Westerton  Road  Men  and  Women 

East  Ardsley  Recreation  Ground  Men  and  Women 


The  policy  adopted  by  the  Health  Committee  of  modernising 
a  block  of  sanitary  conveniences  each  year  has  continued  to  be 
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operated.  During  1956  the  Men’s  conveniences  at  the  rear  of  the 
Town  Hall  were  modernised. 

-  NUISANCES 

The  following  table  is  a  summary  of  nuisances  found  and 


dealt  with  during  1956  : — 

Nuisances  Found  Abated 

Choked  drains  and  gullies  .  177  187 

Defective  drainage  28  34 

Defective  sink  waste  pipes  11  10 

Defective  gutters  and  downspouts  107  94 

Defective  plasterwork  46  58 

Defective  sashcords  12  13 

Defective  water  closets  .  132  149 

Dirty  water  closets  .  2  2 

Unsuitable  sanitary  accommodation  0  1 

Worn  Bath  .  1  0 

Overflowing  cesspools  5  5 

Defects  of  water  supply  18  16 

Water  in  cellars  1  1 

Flooding  0  1 

House  dilapidations  87  93 

Dampness  in  dwellings  53  52 

Rain  penetration  of  dwellings  ' .  207  194 

Reflux  of  smoke  25  31 

Dangerous  buildings  2  1 

Dangerous  staircase  2  1 

Worn  sinks  2  13 

Lack  of  cooking  facilities  11  13 

Lack  of  washing  facilities  .  1  2 

Lack  of  food  storage  0  1 

Lack  of  ventilation  2  l 

Dirty  houses  0  2 

Dangerous  walls  2  5 

Defective  paving  3  6 

Insufficient  refuse  accommodation  87  135 

Offensive  accumulation  5  4 

Offensive  smell .  4  6 

Defective  glazing  1  0 

Obstruction  of  light  1  1 

Lack  of  artificial  light  2  2 

Pollution  of  stream  0  1 

Excessive  smoke  emission  5  7 

Keeping  of  animals  0  1 

Dangerous  pit  shaft  0  1 


1047  1149 
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Total  number  of  visits  made  in  connection  with  the  above 

nuisances  .  3468 

Statutory  Notices  served  229 

Informal  Notices  served  818 

952  Informal  Notices  and  197  Statutory  Notices  were  complied 

with. 

The  number  of  nuisances  found  and  abated  during  the  year 
has  been  higher  than  in  the  past  few  years. 

Figures  for  the  past  five  years  were  : — 


1956 

1047 

1955 

1095 

1954 

981 

1953 

.  922 

1952 

976 

SHOPS  ACT,  1950 

71  inspections  were  made  of  premises  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Shops  Act,  1950. 

In  four  cases  conditions  were  found  which  required  action 
under  the  Act.  Three  of  these  cases  concerned  lack  of  sanitary 
accommodation  and  washing  facilities,  and  one  concerned  an 
absence  of  facilities  for  the  taking  of  meals. 

SWIMMING  BATHS 

There  are  two  public  swimming  baths  in  Morley.  These  are 
enclosed  baths  with  heated  and  treated  water.  The  treatment 
consists  of  continuous  filtration  and  the  addition  of  chlorine  and 
ammonia. 

82  samples  were  taken  from  the  swimming  baths  during  1956. 
One  sample  was  reported  as  unsatisfactory. 

VERMINOUS  INFESTATION 


Number  of  Council  Houses  found  to  be  infested  with  bed  bugs  1 
Number  of  Council  Houses  disinfested  1 

Number  of  other  houses  found  to  be  infested  with  bed  bugs  74 
Number  of  other  houses  disinfested  74 

2.  Methods  employed  for  bed  bug  infestation  : — 


(a)  Fumigation  with  H.C.N. 

(b)  Spraying  with  contact  insecticides. 

3.  Methods  employed  for  ensuring  that  the  belongings  of  tenants 
are  free  from  vermin  before  removal  to  Council  Houses 
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In  every  case  the  furniture  and  effects  of  the  family  are  inspected 

by  the  Public  Health  Inspector  before  removal  takes  place. 

In  all  cases  where  there  is  evidence  or  history  of  verminous 

infestation,  van  fumigation  by  H.C.N.  is  carried  out.  During 

1956,  70  tenants  were  removed  by  the  Fumigation  Van. 

4.  Supervision  of  Council  Houses 

(a)  Health  Department — Public  Health  Inspectors. 

(b)  Housing  Department — Housing  Director. 

2  Housing  Visitors  (Women). 

The  system  in  operation  by  which  the  furniture  and  effects 
of  all  families  transferred  to  Council  Houses  is  inspected  by  the 
Public  Health  Inspector  before  removal  takes  place  and  where 
considered  necessary,  van  fumigation  by  H.C.  N.  is  carried  out,  has 
operated  very  successfully.  Well  over  a  thousand  new  houses 
have  been  occupied  since  the  war,  the  number  of  cases  of  bed  bug 
infestation  found  in  the  new  houses  has  been  extremely  small. 
Such  few  cases  as  have  occurred  have  all  been  found  to  be 
associated  with  the  subsequent  purchase  of  second-hand  furniture 
obtained  from  premises  known  to  be  infested.  The  Council’s 
regulations  require  that  such  furniture  shall  be  inspected  before 
being  taken  to  the  Council  house,  and  if  this  regulation  was  strictly 
complied  with  these  few  cases  could  also  be  prevented. 

There  seems  to  be  no  doubt  that  the  general  availability  of 
efficient  modern  insecticides  has  done  much  to  reduce  the  incidence 
of  bed  bug  infestation  throughout  the  town  and  the  number  of 
cases  in  private  houses  referred  to  the  Department  is  much  below 
the  figure  obtaining  before  the  war. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  appears  to  be  an  increasing  tendency 
to  call  upon  the  assistance  of  the  Department  for  dealing  with 
other  insect  pests  and  in  appropriate  cases  the  services  of  our 
Disinfestation  Operative  are  made  available. 

During  1955  difficulty  continued  to  be  experienced  in  dealing 
with  infestations  by  red  mite  (Bryobia)  and  it  is  disappointing  to 
have  to  report  that  so  far  the  methods  of  eradication  suggested 
by  entomological  experts  have  not  proved  very  successful. 

RODENT  CONTROL 


Number  of  properties  inspected  during  1956 

(a)  As  a  result  of  notification  250 

(b)  Otherwise  .  477 

Number  of  properties  found  to  be  infested  with  rats  204 

Number  of  properties  found  to  be  infested  with  mice  306 

Total  number  of  treatments  carried  out  510 


The  work  of  rodent  control  is  organised  in  accordance  with 
the  recommendations  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 
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During  the  year  there  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
infestations  dealt  with,  but  in  spite  of  this  it  was  found  possible 
to  increase  from  303  to  477  the  number  of  inspections  initiated 
by  the  Department.  The  work  of  inspection  is  every  bit  as 
important  as  the  work  of  extermination  as  it  is  only  by  the  early 
discovery  of  minor  infestations  that  the  serious  major  infestations 
can  be  prevented. 

Test  baiting  of  manholes  was  again  carried  out  in  10  per  cent, 
of  the  sewer  manholes  in  the  Borough.  With  the  exception  of  a 
small  area  in  East  Ardsley  the  degree  of  infestation  was  so  slight 
that  maintenance  treatment  was  not  required.  A  portion  of  the 
East  Ardsley  area  was  given  full  treatment. 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 


No.  of  timed  observations  made  87 

No.  of  byelaw  contraventions  noted  5 

No.  of  warnings  issued  4 

No.  of  statutory  notices  served  1 


Atmospheric  pollution  recording  gauges  were  in  use  in  the 
Borough  throughout  the  year.  Three  types  of  instruments  are  in 
use.  Soot  deposit  gauges  record  the  total  soot  deposits,  sulphur 
recording  gauges  indicate  the  sulphur  pollution  and  a  suction  air 
filter  records  the  general  pollution  of  the  air  in  particles. 

In  central  Morley  one  of  each  of  these  types  of  gauge  is  in 
use  and  a  soot  deposit  gauge  and  a  sulphur  recording  gauge  has 
operated  at  Tingley  since  April,  1956. 

Results  obtained  from  the  instrument  are  as  follows 


Central  Morley. 


Deposit  Gauge 

SOCylinder 

Air  Filter 

(Tons  per  sq. 

(M  illigrams 

(Milligrams 

mile) 

per  day) 

per  day) 

January 

35.83 

3.02 

.332 

February 

.  19.27 

3.36 

.252 

March 

.  19.24 

3.05 

.228 

April 

20.76 

2.60 

.252 

May 

19.17 

1.55 

.154 

June 

13.70 

1.23 

.165 

July 

16.10 

1.00 

.152 

August 

19.66 

1.01 

.249 

September 

19.10 

0.99 

.198 

October 

13.17 

1.50 

.243 

November 

11.23 

2.10 

.300 

December 

18.89 

2.75 

.236 
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Tingley. 


Deposit  Gauge  SO’Cylinder 


(Tons  per  sq. 

(Milligrams 

mile) 

per  day) 

April 

13.20 

1.12 

May 

10.50 

1.67 

June 

8.03 

1.42 

July 

14.95 

0.97 

August 

18.20 

0.87 

September 

18.63 

1.26 

October 

12.87 

1.34 

November 

7.99 

2.55 

December 

.  21.43 

4.03 

Comparisons  between  the  results  shown  by  the  soot  deposit 
gauge  over  the  past  few  years  are  shown  on  the  diagram. 


SOOT  DEPOSIT  GAUGE 
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RAG  FLOCK  ACT 

The  Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951,  makes 
it  the  duty  of  the  local  authority  to  supervise  the  manufacture  of 
rag  flock  and  to  control  the  use  of  materials  used  in  the  filling 
of  furniture,  toys  and  bedding. 

No.  of  premises  licensed  for  the  manufacture  of  Rag 


Flock  2 

No.  of  premises  registered  for  the  filling  of  furniture, 

bedding,  etc.  3 

Total  number  of  inspections  22 

Samples  taken  : — 

Rag  Flock  1 

Woollen  Felt  10 

Coir  Fibre  2 

Washed  layered  flock  1 


Three  samples  of  woollen  felt  did  not  conform  to  the  standards 
laid  down  by  the  Regulations.  Formal  warnings  were  issued  in 
these  cases. 


FACTORIES 

The  following  summary  shows  the  work  done  by  the  Public 
Health  Inspectors  under  the  provisions  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 

Part  I  of  the  Act 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors)  : — 


Number 

on 

Register 

3 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

4 

Written 

Notices 

5 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

7 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

15 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not 

included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  . . . 

217 

17 

2 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 
(excluding  out¬ 
workers’  premises) 

10 

1 

Total 

242 

19 

2 

— 
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2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Number 

of  cases 
were 

in  which 
found 

defects 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness 

Overcrowding  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 
temperature  ... 

__ 

_ 

. 

.. 

Inadequate  ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  ... 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences — 
(a)  Insufficient  ... 

1 

1 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

2 

3 

i 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes 

_ 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
outwork) 

> 

Total 

3 

3 

— 

2 

— 
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Part  VIII  of  the  Act 


OUTWORK 


Sections  110  and  111. 


Nature  of  Work 


Wearing  Apparel: — 

Making,  etc.  ...  ...  1 

Cleaning  and  washing 
Household  linen 
Lace,  lace  curtains  and  nets  ... 
Curtains  and  furniture  hangings 
Furniture  and  upholstery 

Electro-plate  . 

File  making  . 

Brass  and  brass  articles 
Fur  pulling 
Iron  and  steel  ... 

Anchors  and  grapnels 

Cart  gear  . 

Locks,  latches  and  keys 
Umbrellas,  etc. 

Artificial  flowers  . 

Nets,  other  than  wire  nets  ... 

Tents 

Sacks  . 

Racquet  and  tennis  balls 

Paper  bags  . 

The  making  of  boxes  or  other 
receptacles  or  parts  thereof 
made  wholly  or  partially  of 

paper  . 

Brush  making . 

Pea  picking  . 

Feather  sorting 
Carding  of  buttons,  etc. 

Stuffed  toys  . 

Basket  making  ... 

Chocolates  and  sweetmeats  ... 
Cosakues,  Christmas  crackers 
Christmas  stockings,  etc. 

Textile  Weaving  . 

Lampshades 


8 


CO 

c 

C/5 

<D 

o  £ 

O  o 

G 

G 

o  8 

O  +-> 

z  S 

Z  a 

u 

CU 

C/5 

C/5 


C/5 

0> 

60 

o  c 

V-y  <D 

4  W> 


Total  ... 


Notices  served 
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HAIRDRESSERS  AND  BARBERS 

The  West  Riding  County  Council  (General  Powers)  Act,  1951, 
which  came  into  operation  in  April,  1952,  provides  that  no  person 
shall  carry  on  the  trade  of  hairdresser  or  barber  unless  he  and  his 
premises  are  registered  by  the  local  authority. 

The  Act  also  empowers  the  local  authority  to  make  bye-laws 
for  controlling  the  trade  of  hairdressing  and  such  bye-laws  are  in 
operation  in  this  area. 

There  are  42  hairdressers  on  the  register  and  46  visits  of 
inspection  were  made  during  the  year. 

PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 

Two  premises  were  registered  as  Pet  Shops  during  1956. 
45  visits  of  inspections  were  made  to  these  premises. 

TENTS,  VANS  AND  SHEDS 

A  small  number  of  caravans  was  stationed  in  the  district 
during  the  year.  These  were  occupied  by  persons  engaged  on 
temporary  work  in  the  area  and  where  such  caravans  and  sites 
were  reasonable,  licences  were  issued  on  a  short  term  basis.  The 
occupiers  of  caravans  on  unsuitable  sites  were  persuaded  to  leave 
as  a  result  of  informal  action  by  the  Department. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES 

There  are  now  two  premises  in  the  Borough  where  offensive 
trades  are  carried  on.  One  of  these  is  used  for  the  refining  of 
dripping  and  tallow,  and  in  the  other,  fat  melting,  bone  boiling, 
glue  making,  gut  scraping,  tripe  boiling,  soap  making  and  fat 
extracting  is  carried  out. 

Byelaws  are  in  operation  for  the  control  of  all  these  trades, 
and  during  the  year  1  inspection  was  made. 


HOUSING 

General  Statistics 

No.  of  back-to-back  houses  in  area  3,861 

No.  of  single  back  houses  in  area  1,615 

No.  of  through  houses  (excluding  Council  houses)  5,730 
No.  of  Council  houses  3,021 


Total  number  of  houses  in  the  area  .  14,227 


No.  of  houses  included  in  Council’s  Slum  Clearance 

Programme  .  2,661 

No.  of  above  houses  represented  up  to  end  of  1956  431 
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Repair  of  Houses 

No.  of  dwellinghouses  repaired  as  a  result  of  informal 

action  .  594 

No.  of  dwellinghouses  repaired  as  a  result  of  statutory 

action  under  the  Housing  Act,  1936  1 

No.  of  dwellinghouses  repaired  as  a  result  of  statutory 
action  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  72 


Total  No.  of  dwellinghouses  repaired  677 


Total  No.  of  inspections  made  in  connection  with  the 

above  1,867 


Improvement  Grants. 

No.  of  improvement  grants  approved  during  the  year  10 

Slum  Clearance 

(a)  Individual  houses. 

No.  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders 

were  made  .  7 

No.  of  houses  or  parts  of  buildings  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  were  made 
No.  of  houses  closed  or  demolished  as  a  result  of 


informal  action  by  local  authority 

(b)  Clearance  Areas 

No.  of  Clearance  Areas  declared  during  the  year  4 

No.  of  houses  included  in  these  areas  255 

No.  of  persons  to  be  displaced  653 

(c)  Details  of  Clearance  Areas 

Borough  of  Morley  (No.  91)  Clearance  Area, 

Poplar  House  2  houses 

Borough  of  Morley  (No.  92)  Clearance  Area, 

Brunswick  Street  2  houses 

Borough  of  Morley  (No.  2)  Compulsory  Purchase 

Order,  Bridge  Street  39  houses 

Borough  of  Morley  (No.  3)  Compulsory  Purchase 

Order,  The  City,  Morley  212  houses 

(d)  Total  number  of  families  rehoused  from  clearance  areas 

or  individual  unfit  houses  during  the  year  86 


Overcrowding 

The  Corporation's  “  Points  ”  Letting  Scheme  for  Council 
houses  makes  overcrowding  a  principal  factor  in  estimating  need 
for  re-housing.  The  scheme  has  been  in  operation  since  1946  and 
has  been  responsible  for  the  abatement  of  much  of  the  over¬ 
crowding  which  once  existed. 
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It  is  now  comparatively  unusual  to  find  cases  of  statutory 
overcrowding  and  most  of  the  ones  which  are  found  are  cases 
where  families  have  outgrown  their  accommodation,  but  have  not 
troubled  to  apply  to  the  Corporation  for  rehousing.  In  such  cases, 
informal  efforts  are  made  to  persuade  the  tenants  to  make  applica¬ 
tions  for  rehousing. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  position  regarding  overcrowding 
is  infinitely  better  than  it  was  before  the  war. 


Certificates  of  Disrepair 

During  the  year  20  certificates  of  disrepair  were  granted  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Housing  (Repairs  and  Rents)  Act,  1954.  11 

certificates  were  revoked  on  the  carrying  out  of  the  work  specified 
in  the  certificates. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  AND  FOOD 

PREMISES 


MILK— DAIRIES 

Summary  of  Miik  Dealers  on  Register 

Dairies 

Distributors  . 

Licensed  retailers  of  Pasteurised  Milk 
Licensed  retailers  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 
Licensed  retailers  of  Sterilised  Milk 
Licensed  bottlers  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 

Inspections 

Visits  of  inspection  to  Milk  Dealers 
Visits  of  inspection  to  Dairies  . 


8 

163 

37 

37 

134 

1 


138 

5 


143 


Legal  Proceedings  taken — None. 
Formal  Action  taken- — None. 
Informal  Action  taken — Seven  cases. 


Bacteriological  Examination  of  Milk 

No.  of  samples 
taken. 


Pasteurised  42 

Sterilised  19 

Tuberculin  Tested, 

Pasteurised  39 

Tuberculin  Tested, 

Raw 


No. 

satisfactory 

42 

19 

39 


No. 

unsatisfactory 


22 


18 


4 
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Biological  Sampling  of  Milk 

26  samples  were  taken  during  the  year.  One  of  these  was 
reported  upon  as  tuberculous.  In  this  case  the  milk  was  already 
being  heat-treated,  and  service  of  notice  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
Regulations  was  not  required. 

Veterinary  Officers  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries 
found  the  infected  animals  and  these  were  removed  from  the 
herd. 

Adulteration  of  Milk 

42  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  for  the  detection  of 
adulteration.  No  samples  were  found  to  be  adulterated. 

General 

The  position  found  on  the  inspection  of  the  premises  of  milk 
dealers  and  the  results  of  milk  samples  taken  show  a  very  satis¬ 


factory  state  of  affairs. 

ICE  CREAM 

No.  of  premises  registered: 

(a)  Manufacturers 

(b)  Retailers  .  157 

(c)  Producer — retailers  4 

No,  of  samples  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  65 

No.  satisfactory  65 

No.  unsatisfactory 

No.  of  inspections: 

Of  manufacturing  premises  2 

Of  retail  premises  148 


The  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  1947-52,  have 
proved  a  very  successful  means  of  controlling  the  manufacture  and 
sale  of  ice  cream  and  have  achieved  their  object  of  ensuring  a 
clean  and  safe  product.  In  1946,  the  last  year  before  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  the  Regulations,  out  of  44  samples  taken  in  the  Borough 
21  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory.  During  the  past  three  years, 
out  of  175  samples  taken  only  4  have  been  unsatisfactory. 


MEAT  INSPECTION 

Number  of  slaughterhouses  licensed  8 

Number  of  visits  made  .  854 


Of  the  eight  private  slaughterhouses  licensed  seven  have  been 
in  regular  use  throughout  the  year.  In  these  slaughterhouses  a 
complete  inspection  has  been  carried  out  of  every  animal 
slaughtered.  A  general  tendency  for  butchers  to  slaughter  at  nights 
and  week-ends  makes  it  inevitable  that  much  of  the  work  has 
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to  be  performed  out  of  normal  working  hours.  Wherever  possible 
the  Inspector  is  present  at  the  time  of  slaughter  and  special  atten¬ 
tion  is  given  to  preventing  unnecessary  pain  or  suffering.  The 
disposal  of  condemned  meat  is  arranged  by  the  Department,  but 
any  salvage  value  which  may  be  obtained  is  paid  over  to  the 
Butcher  concerned. 

The  total  weight  of  meat  condemned  3  tons  6  cwt.  3  qrs.  1  lb. 

The  following  tables  give  details  of  all  animals  slaughtered 
and  of  the  conditions  found  on  inspection  : — 


Cattle, 

excl. 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed  ... 

573 

577 

11 

2434 

1123 

— 

Number  inspected 

573 

577 

11 

2434 

1123 

— 

Other  Diseases 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

2 

Carcases  of  which 
some  organ  or 
part  condemned 

74 

85 

— 

33 

25 

— 

Percentage 

12.9 

14.7 

— 

1.3 

2.2 

— 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

1 

Carcases  of  which 
some  organ  or 
part  condemned 

59 

140 

— 

— 

21 

— 

Percentage 

10.3 

24.2 

— 

— 

1.9 

— 

Cysticercosis 

5 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Details  of  Meat  Condemned 
Whole  Carcases: 

1  Cow 

1  Pig 
1  Pig 


Tuberculosis 
Acute  Fever 
Dropsy 
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Organs  or  Parts  of  Carcases  : 

(a)  Tuberculosis  Only 

Bovines  Pigs 


67 

heads  and  tongues 

17  heads  and  tongues 

164 

lungs 

2  lungs 

23 

livers 

1  shoulder 

3 

udders 

1  leg 

33 

mesenteries 

1  mesentery 

1 

heart 

2  kidneys 

1  sternum 

3  skirts 

7  kidneys 

1  stomach 

1  intestines 

4  forequarters 

Other  Diseases 

Bovines 

8  plucks 

6 

lungs 

Abscesses 

21 

livers 

Abscesses 

1 

udder 

Abscesses 

1 

stomach 

Abscesses 

23 

livers 

Distomatosis 

4 

lungs 

Distomatosis 

6 

livers 

Cavernous  Angioma 

83 

livers 

Cirrhosis 

11 

udders 

Mastitis 

2 

lungs 

Pleurisy 

1 

lung 

Pneumonia 

4 

lungs 

Distomatosis 

1 

liver 

Cirrhosis  and  Angioma 

l 

liver 

Tumours 

2 

livers 

Cirrhosis  and  Abscesses 

1 

liver 

Bacteriol  Necrossis 

l 

spleen 

Tumours 

2 

kidneys 

Nephritis 

1 

liver 

Tumours 

2 

hearts 

Pericarditis 

1 

lung 

Degenerated  Cysts 

7 

heads  and  tongues 

Cysticercus  Bovis 

2 

hearts 

Cysticercus  Bovis 

2 

skirts 

Cysticercus  Bovis 
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Pigs 

4  lungs 

Pneumonia 

5  hearts 

Pericarditis 

5  livers 

Cirrhosis 

2  lungs 

Pleurisy 

2  plucks 

Pleurisy 

1  liver 

Extensive  milk  spots 

6  plucks 

Pneumonia 

1  pluck 

Hydrated  Cysts 

1  udder 

Abscesses 

1  udder 

Suppurative  Mastitis 

1  liver 

Peritonitis 

1  intestines 

Peritonitis 

Sheep 

11  livers 

Distomatosis 

5  livers 

Cirrhosis 

1  lung 

Strongyles 

10  livers 

Strongyles 

1  lung 

Abscesses 

2  livers 

Abscesses 

2  livers 

Degenerated  Cysts 

2  livers 

Abscesses 

1  lung 

Degenerated  Cysts 

Total  weight  of  meat 

condemned  3  tons  6  cwt.  3  qrs 

FOOD  INSPECTION 


Summary  of  food  found  at  various  inspections  to  be  unfit  for 
human  consumption  : — 


Luncheon  Meat 

20  tins 

Cherries 

12  tins 

Stewed  Steak 

48  tins 

Apples 

2  tins 

Jellied  Veal 

4  tins 

Raspberries 

2  tins 

Ham 

.  21  tins 

Creamed  Rice 

1 3  tins 

Beef  Loaf 

11  tins 

Carrots 

3  tins 

Corned  Beef 

17  tins 

Soup 

18  tins 

Chopped  Pork 

27  tins 

Tomatoes 

172  tins 

Beef 

4  tins 

Beans 

.  27  tins 

Tongue 

13  tins 

Peas 

97  tins 

Boiled  Ham 

41  tins 

Dried  Peas 

50  lbs. 

Pineapple 

71  tins 

Pilchards 

5  tins 

Fruit  Salad 

70  tins 

Salmon 

8  tins 

Peaches 

17  tins 

Herring  Roes 

1  tin 

Pears 

95  tins 

Dressed  Crab 

10  tins 

Apricots 

4  tins 

Tuna  Fish 

1  tin 

Strawberries 

3  tins 

Haddock  Fillets 

12  lbs. 
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Plums 

5  tins 

Cod  Fillets 

10  lbs. 

Oranges 

18  tins 

Herrings 

1  tin 

Prunes 

4  tins 

Milk 

47  tins 

Cream 

7  tins 

Spaghetti 

2  tins 

Grapefruit 

...  20  tins 

Liquid  Egg 

1  tin 

Total  weight  of  food  condemned  9  cwt.  2  qrs.  23  lbs. 


Special  Examinations  of  Food 

During  the  course  of  the  year  various  samples  and  specimens 
were  forwarded  to  the  laboratories  for  chemical  or  bacteriological 
examination. 

A  sample  of  creamed  rice  pudding  prepared  in  a  local  cannery 
was  sent  for  bacteriological  examination  and  was  reported  upon 
as  satisfactory. 

Samples  of  the  following  foods  retailed  in  the  area  were  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  laboratory  as  a  check  on  their  bacteriological  purity. 


Iced  Lollies  .  6 

Mussels  1 

Meat  Pie  Dinner  .  1 

Imitation  Cream  .  4 


Two  samples  of  imitation  cream  were  reported  upon  as 
unsatisfactory.  All  the  other  samples  were  satisfactory.  The 
unsatisfactory  samples  were  taken  from  a  local  bakery  and  the 
sampling  was  followed  by  special  attention  being  devoted  to 
improving  the  methods  of  handling  and  storing  this  product. 

Two  tins  of  Pork  Luncheon  Meat  were  reported  as  showing 
evidence  of  metallic  contamination  as  a  result  of  interaction 
between  the  tin  and  the  meat.  The  matter  was  taken  up  with  the 
wholesalers  and  the  importers  with  the  final  result  that  the  over¬ 
seas  manufacturers  of  the  meat  changed  over  to  use  of  specially 
treated  tins  for  the  product. 

A  sample  of  milk  was  specially  examined  at  the  laboratory 
in  an  attempt  to  discover  the  cause  of  an  unpleasant  taste.  As  a 
result  of  the  examination  the  matter  was  finally  cleared  up. 

The  following  samples  of  food  were  submitted  to  the  Public 
Analyst  for  the  detection  of  adulteration: — 


Creamed  Rice  .  1 

Buttered  Teacake  1 

Ice  Cream  .  7 

Buttered  Bread  1 


Two  samples  of  ice  cream  were  reported  as  adulterated. 
Successful  legal  proceedings  were  instituted  in  both  cases. 
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Inspection  of  Food  Premises 

Details  are  given  below  of  the  numbers  of  each  of  the  different 


types  of  food  premises  in  the  Borough  and 
inspections  made  of  them  during  the  year. 

of  the  number  of 

(a)  Food  Premises  subject  to  registration 

No.  registered 

No.  of  inspections 

Ice  Cream  Manufacturers 

4 

2 

Ice  Cream  Vendors 

157 

147 

Preserved  Food  Preparation  . 

55 

137 

Food  Hawkers  . 

58 

121 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

59 

99 

(b)  Food  Premises  not  subject  to  registration 

No.  in  district. 

No.  of  inspections 

Bakehouses 

39 

74 

Meat  Shops  and  Stalls . 

Cafes,  Canteens  and  Restaurant 

50 

290 

Kitchens 

94 

104 

Retail  Food  Shops  and  Stalls 

321 

718 

Total  No.  of  inspections  of  all 

food  premises 

1.692 

No.  of  cases  in  which  informal 

action  taken 

.  39 

Food  Hygiene 

The  hygiene  of  food  premises  continued  to  receive  close 
attention  during  1956.  The  introduction  of  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations,  1955,  during  the  year  has  made  it  necessary  to  carry 
out  new  detailed  inspections  of  all  food  premises  in  the  area. 
A  start  was  made  on  this  work  during  the  year. 

We  are  rather  fortunate  in  that,  in  addition  to  the  normal 
routine  inspections  of  food  premises  during  the  past  few  years, 
two  comprehensive  surveys  of  all  food  premises  in  the  area  have 
been  carried  out.  The  first  in  1946  and  1947  was  carried  out  to 
enforce  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act  of  1938,  and  the  second  in  1950  and  1951  to  enforce  com¬ 
pliance  with  the  Corporation’s  new  byelaws  for  the  handling  and 
storage  of  food.  As  a  result  of  this  work  the  general  standard 
of  local  food  premises  is  quite  good  and  the  task  of  bringing 
premises  into  line  with  the  latest  regulations  is  made  much  easier. 

It  is  disappointing  to  have  to  report  a  decrease  in  the  educa¬ 
tional  work  amongst  food  handlers.  For  the  first  time  for  several 
years  there  have  been  no  formal  lectures  or  classes  and  educational 
work  has  been  confined  to  the  issue  of  written  propaganda  and 
talks  to  individual  food  handlers  during  the  inspection  of  food 
premises. 
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